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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of optical character recognition (OCR) 
of a cha r acter imape of at least one chai ' aclei ubjcut i n fl. H igit i y.t^. ( i mp rr ^ f n t ^ ti on of tin 
image; the method comprising tlie steps of: 

. reccivinj^ the d i gitized I ' Ctux e s c utati o n o f the character image represented at 
image, lIie representation hav i ng a first resolution; 

creating a reduced-resolution version of the character image fr o ni - th c 
digitized rcpi - cs e ntati o n of tl i c Imag e received in said receiving step , the reduced-resolution 
version of the characier image faa v^ing being represented at a second resolution lower than 
the first resolution; 

identifying a t least one an optimal OCR paraineter for OCR processing of 
the received digitized reprcflcntation oFih c character image represented at the first 
resolution, based on by executing OCR processing for the reduced resolution version of the 
character image represented at the second resolution; and 

OCR processing the digitized lepr e s e ntation of the character image 
represented at the first resolution , based at least on Uie identified OCR p aramet e r, so a s to 
characte r - r ec o gnize the at least one clwaete r object with the optimal OCR parameter 
identifie d in said i dentifying step so as to acquire a character code corresponding to the 
character image . 
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2, (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, wherein said 
identifying step comprises the steps of: 

providing a plurality of sets of at least one parameter; 

identifying each confidence level of character-recognition by per fo n ning 
executing OCR processing of the reduced-resolution version of the character image so as to 
attemp t to chai - actei-icc o gnizc tlic at least one chai - actc r object based on with each set of 
the at least one parameter; and 

selecting the at lea^l one optimal OCR parameter based on the confidence 
levels identified. 

3, (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 2, wherein said 
selecting step comprises selecting the at least one optimal OCR parameter corresponding to 
a highest confidence level from a plurality of the confidence levels identified, 

4. (Currently Amended) Tlie method according to Claim 2, wherein said 
selecting step comprises selecting the at lea.st o n e optimal OCR parameter corresponding to 
a confidence level exceeding a threshold. 

5. (Previously Presented) Tlie method according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
creating step creates the reduced-resolution version of the character image by calculating 
an average of at least one value of a plurality of pixels of the digitiz e d vepre sen lation of the 
rmage character ima^e represented at the first resolution . 

-3 - 
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6, (Cancelled) 

7, (Previously Presented) The method according lo Chiim 1, further 
comprising the steps of: 

judging whether a confidence level of character recognition by said OCR 
processing step is acceptable; and 

repeating said identifying step and said OCR processing; step if the 
confidence level is not acceptable. 

8- (Currently Amended) Previously Presented) A computer program 
product comprising a computer usable medium having computer readable piognim code 
embodied therein for optical character recognition (OCR) o f at least o ne charact er obj e ct in 
a digitized representatio n of an image for a character imaae > the computer program product 
comprising computer readable program code configured to: 

receive Ui e digitized icpics e ntati o n of the character image represented at 
imag e , the representation having a first resolution; 

create a reduced-resolution version of the character image f r om the digitize d 
r epivscntation of tlie im ag e received in said reccivinp step , the reduced-resolution version 
of the character image having beinp represented at a second resolution lower than the first 
resolution; 

identify at l e ast o n e an optimal OCR parameter for OCR processing of the 
received digitizcd-r cpicsciitatioij uf the character image represented ai the first resolution, 
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based on by executing OCR processing for the reduced resolution version of the character 
image represented at the second resolution: and 

OCR processing the d i gi tize d r e pr e s e ntation -o f - tli e chai'acter image 
represented at the first resolution , bas e d a t- lc as t o n the i dentified OC R p ai ' anictcr> so as to 
fcharacte r - r ecognigc tin e at leas t o n e charactc i' ob j e c t with the optimal OCR parameter 
identified in said identifying step so as to acquire a character code corj esponding to the 
character image . 

9. (Currently Amended) The compuier program product according to 
Claim 8, wherein said computer readable program code configured to identify a t l e ast on e 
an optimal OCR parameter is further configured to: 

proyide a plurality of sets of values of at lea$t one parameter; 

identify each confidence level of character-recognition by pe rf o rm tp g 
executing OCR processing of the reduced-resolution version of the character image so - as - to 
a t tempt to chardctc r - r ccogmze the at least o n e c harac te i "t> bject based on with each set of 
the at least one parameter; and 

select the at least one optimal OCR parameter based on the confidence 
levels identified. 

10. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
Claim 9, wherein said computer readable program code configured to select is further 

-5- 
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configured to select the at l e asl one optimal OCR parameter corresponding to a highest 
confidence level from a plurality of the confidence levels identified. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product according to 
Claim 9j wherein said computer readable program code configured to select is further 
configured to select the at l e ast o n e optimal OCR parameter corresponding to a confidence 
level exceeding a threshold, 

12. (Currently Amended) The computer program product according lo 
Claim 8, wherein said computer readable program code configured to create i$ further 
configured to create the reduced-resolution version of the character image by calculating an 
average of at least one value of a plurality of pixels of the digitized rcpicscntatio n of th e 
frmtpg character image represented at the first resolution . 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Previously Presented) The computer program product according to 
Claim 8, ftuiher comprising computer readable program code configured to: 

judge whether a confidence level of character recognition is acceptable; and 
repeat said identifying step and said OCR processing step if the confidence 
level is not acceptable. 

-6- 
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15, (Currently Amended) A system for r c e ognizina uOi c cb optical 
character r ecoCTition f QCR^ for a character image, tlie system comprising: 

a downsampler having an input for receiving the character image 
represented at a digiti z ed re pr es e ntation of an in i dgc having a first resolution and 
containing a chai'actci object, the dowsajupler for producing and providing al aji output 
thereof a reduced -resolution version of the character image responsive to the first 
resolution representation of the character image received at the downsampler input, the 
reduced resolution version of the character image having bein& represented at a second 
resolution lower than the first resolution; and 

a character-recognition engine for optical character recognition (OCR) 
processing of an image, said character-recognition engine having a first input coupled to 
the downsampler output for receiving the reduced-resolution version of the character image 
and a second input for receiving the rcprci^c i nati o n oftlie character image represented at the 
tirst resolution, the character-recognition engine being constructed to: 

identify at least one an optimal OCR parameter for OCR processing of the 
received digitized r epresentation uftlie character image represented at the tirst resolution, 
based on by executing OCR pr ocessing for the reduced resolution version of the character 
image represented at tlie second resolution received at the first input; 

OCR process the d i gi t ized r epre s e nta t i o n of tli e character image received at 
the second input with the optimal OCR parameter identified in said idejitifvintr step so a.^ tn 
acquire a character c ode corresponding to the character imag e> ba^cd a t l east on tlie 
identified OCR p a r amete r so as t o chai - actei -r e cognize tlie clidiacter o bject; and 
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provide a rcpfcscntatioii of Ui e charact er objec t charac te r-rcc o gmzcd the 
acquired character code at a first output coupled to a system output. 

16, (Currently Amended) Tlie system according to Claim 15, wherein the 
character-recognition engine identifies the a t l e ast o n e optimal OCR piU^ameter bran 
att c m i yt to chAi ' ACle r - r eco^izt; at Iccist o ne first ob j ect in the bv executing OCR processing 
of tlie reduced resolution version of the character image at u i i e time f o r with each set 
in a plurality of sets of parameters. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 1 6, 
wherein the character-recognition engine performs character-recognition 

responsive to each set in the plurality oFsets of parameters and an addltioiial set of 
p aramete r s; and whe r ein the chaiactcin ' ccoguitiQn engine additionally provides a 
corresponding recognition confidence level for each of the at l e ast o n e times sets : and 

wherein the system further comprises a parameter identifier having a first 
input for receiving the recognition confidence level for each of the at least one times sets, 
and a second input for receiving each set in the plurality of sets of parameters, the 
parameter identifier for selecting and providing at an output t he additional thereof each set 
of parameters r esponsive to die *i e ts of paianictcrs received at the p aramete r id e nt i fier 
second inptrt and its corresponding the recognition confidence level fnr each of the at lea^t 
o ne t unes received at the param e te r i dentifier first input , 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) llic system according to Claim 17, wherein the 
parameter identifier selects an the additional set of parameters additionally responsive to a 
threshold confidence level. 

19. and 20. (Cancelled) 
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